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HOUSE BILL NO. 2190 

RELATING TO AGRICULTURE ENTERPRISES 
 

 
Chairperson Gabbard and Members of the Committee: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 2190 relating to agricultural 

enterprises. This bill establishes a new agricultural enterprise program within the Hawaii 

Department of Agriculture (Department), establishes positions, and makes an 

appropriation. The Department strongly supports this measure. 

 

This bill is intended to allow agricultural enterprises on lands under the 

jurisdiction of the Department. The Department’s Ag Park program and the Non-Ag Park 

program focus on actual, physical farming activity on the land. Limited ancillary activity 

is allowed only under very narrow conditions and circumstances. Moreover, strict 

eligibility requirements as a bonafide farmer must be met to hold any long-term lease 

under both programs. However, the agricultural industry must adapt to rapid 

developments in technology and methodology in agriculture and aquaculture in order to 

attain the food sustainability goals of the State. The Department needs flexibility in its 

disposition of public lands to support those changing conditions by allowing and 

encouraging the use of innovative agricultural models to optimize productivity, 

supporting and promoting agriculture through farmers markets, food hubs and 



 
 
 
processing facilities, animal feed mills, etc., and enabling or providing agricultural 

educational training. The business of agriculture is far broader than simply the growing 

of an organism. This program recognizes that the business of agriculture is just as 

important to the growth of agriculture as the production of the crop itself. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

 

 

  





HB-2190 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:49:00 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/5/2020 9:15:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nicole K Galase Hawaii Cattlemen's 
Council 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Hearing 

Warren Watanabe Maui County Farm 
Bureau 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
February 5, 2020 �� 9:15 AM - Room 312 

  
 

RE:  HB 2190  - Relating to Agricultural Enterprises  �� In Support  
 
 
Aloha Chair Creagan, Vice Chair DeCoite and Members of the 
Committee: 
 
The Local Food Coalition supports  HB 2190, which authorizes the 
Department of Agriculture (DOA) to plan, design, construct, operate, 
manage, maintain, repair, demolish, and remove infrastructure on any lands 
under the jurisdiction of the department, to support and promote 
agriculture.  
 
Smaller scale farming operations, particularly those in diversified 
agriculture, often do not have ready access to processing, packing, storage 
and distribution facilities, and usually do not have the financial resources to 
construct these facilities.  The agricultural enterprise program would allow 
HDOA or a lessee to "plan, design, construct, operate, manage, maintain, 
repair, demolish, and remove facilities" on designated lands; would allow 
transfer of suitable land from DLNR to HDOA; and would provide funding 
and personnel to implement the program.  
 
���ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�ï�•���ƒ�‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�‡��industry needs assistance in becoming modernized.  
These types of operations are extremely costly and not within the budgets 
for new or expanding small and medium sized farms.  Outside investment or 
partnerships could work for our farmers but current HDOA rules 
significantly limit these opportunities.   

 
The Local Food Coalition is an organization comprising of farmers, ranchers, 
livestock producers, investors and other organizations working to provide 
���ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�‹�ï�•���ˆ�‘�‘�†���•�—�’�’�Ž�›�ä 
 
We respectfully request your support of Hawaii�ïs efforts to retain and grow 
its agricultural industry .  We urge you to pass HB 2190. 
 
John Garibaldi 
808-544-8319 
jgaribaldi@wik.com 

mailto:jgaribaldi@wik.com
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